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Pragmatic Sanction of 1724 regulated all this to everybody's
apparent satisfaction, and nothing more was heard of the Ostend
Company.

All this docs not sound very important to us, although perhaps
we smile rather pityingly when we read that by withdrawing his
ships from the Indies and sacrificing his own interests for the
sake of the rest of Europe the Austrian Emperor was really
convinced that he had laid the foundations of a lasting peace.
We know all about such sacrifices and what they are apt to lead
up to, but the people of the first part of the eighteenth century
did not, and they shared their Emperor's belief that from that
moment on peace was assured.

One would have expected, in the face of such a menace, that
the Dutch East and West India Companies would have made
common cause. But their mutual jealousy was too great for this.
The D.E.I. Company had by now grown so rich that it was too
indolent (or too proud, if you will) to fight for its own interests.
The D.W.I. Company, on the other hand, having lost both
Brazil and the New Netherlands, and depending entirely for
its continued existence upon its profits from the nefarious trade
in slaves, experienced a sudden new lease of life. During the
preparatory discussions about the financing of the Ostend Com-
pany the possibilities of establishing colonies of white men on
the great Southern Continent had been delicately touched upon,
and had been eagerly discussed by the shareholders of the
D.W.I. Company, who were feeing bankruptcy. Why not
scrape together a few thousand guilders, carry on the investiga-
tions of Tasman which the D.E.I. Company had allowed to
lapse almost eighty years before, and then hoist the flag of the
old Zecland over New Zeeland and New Holland?

Young Roggevecn found the directors of the D.W.I. Com-
pany more than willing to listen to this last argument. That
company had always been more closely identified with the
Province of Zeeland than any other part of the Republic. So, in
the year 1721, backed up by Zecland capital, Roggevecn sailed